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DISCOURSE 


Occafioned by the much lamented. DEATH 


Y THE 


: Rev. Epwarp WiGGLESWORTH, D. D. 


Hon Profeſſor of Diviniry in Ha av ARD 
College, Cambridge; 5 


Who depend. this Life, January 16. 1765. 
In the 738: Year of his Age. . 


Hung faithfully and laudably Jifcharged the Office of 
PROFESSOR, for more than 42 Years. 


By NATHANIEL APPLETON, 1 A. M. 


. W wy 


Paſtor of. he firſt Church i in CanprIDGE. ; 


4 x _w_— 


_ — b » 
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Foraſmuch as an excellent wirt, and Wen 104 : 


underſtanding, —and ſhewing of hard ſentences, and 


diſſolving of doubts, were found in the ſame Daniel, : 


And they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs 
of the firmament, The Prophet Daniih,. 
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Funeral SERMON | 


ON THE 


Rev. Dr. WIGGLESWORTH. 


1 | Connertnans, VIII. 1 


: 7 Brother, whoſe Pra 6 ic in he 
Copel e e all the cet, 


1 we are not told Inch his bane was that 
the apoſtle ſent with Titus on a ſpecial 
c occaſion to Corinth; ſo there can be only 
conjecture about the matter. Several names are 
mentioned, ſuch as Barnabas, that ſon of conſolation, 
and Silas, and Apollos, and Mark ; and eſpecially 
Luke, who wrote the goſpel which goes by his name, 
upon the account of which goſpel he became fa- 
mous in all the churches. The extraordinary 
character here given of this brother might be as 
deſcriptive of him, and as clearly point him out at 
that day, as if he had been expreſsly mentioned 
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by name. Bur it is not material, nor to our preſent 


purpoſe, to know who he was: For all that we have 


to do is with the ſhort, but high commendation 
which is given of him. 


Anp here we may obſerve firſt of all that he 


is {tiled a brother; by which is underſtood not merely 
2 chriſtian brother, a believer, and brother in Chriſt : 
Rut a brother and companion in the goſpel miniſtry; 
| a fellow worker unto the kingdom of God: Equally 


engaged and concerned with the other ers 
in eſtabliſhing and bin the goſpel. 


IN the next place, we may obſerve the commen- 
dation that is given of this brother miniſter.- 
He was had in praiſe and high commendation. 
There were excellent accompliſhments, and * 
able qualities in him, which ſhone forth ſo con- 
ſpicuouſly, that he was highly eſteemed and greatly 
reſpected. We may ſuppoſe he was in high repu- 
tation for his eminent gifts of knowledge, wiſdom, 


faith, zeal, and ſtedfaſtneſs, with which he was 


endowed by the (ici of God. 


5 Ai et us codltibe the extenſ veneſs of 
his high eſteem and reputation he was in.—Whoſe | 

| praiſe is throughout all the churches, Which is to 

be underſtood not only of the members; but of 

the miniſters of the churches. His gifts and ac- 

compliſhments were ſo ſuperiour and extenſive, that 

they were not confined to any particular church, 

or to any private and retired corner of the vineyard, 


where 
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where his gifts and graces would be out of general 


view, and very much buried in obſcurity: But Gd 


ſo ordered it that his rare accompliſhments ſhould 
be publickly known and acknowledged. We may 
ſuppoſe his preaching, his writings, and other mi- 
niſterial ſervices, rendered him very famous even 
in all the churches. Very likely he was well 
known to the apoſtles, and other miniſters of Chriſt 
in general, who diſcerned the excellent qualities 
he was endowed with; and gave forth ſuch hig 
commendations of him, as ſpread his fame through 
all the churches; ſo that they were all filled with 

the high Praiſes of him. 


b AG Alx, let us lde the particular point for 
which he was more eſpecially had in ſuch high 
reputation: And that was with reference to the 
geoſpel. Whoſe praiſe is in the GospEL; or for the 


_ goſpel. Whatever his knowledge and accompliſh- 1 


ments were as to other things; yet it was for his 
knowledge of Chriſt, and of the great things of the 
goſpel, that he became ſo famous in the churches. 
He was well inſtructed, and, we may ſuppoſe, 
eminent for his knowledge, in the things of Gd 
and the diſtinguiſhing points of chriſtianity, And 
if this brother was Lute the evangeliſt (which was 
the prevailing opinion of the ancients) he was emi- 
nently inſtructed in the goſpel hiſtory; and ſo in 
the dottrines and principles of chriſtianity, We may 
well ſuppoſe him to be mighty in the ſcriptures, 


and that he, like the great apoſtle Paul, reaſoned 8 


with the out of the holy ſcriptures, opening 
Jr 


8 A' Funeral Sermon on tbe 
and alleging that Jeſus was the Chriſt, Ads xvii. 

2, 3. His diſcourſes on thoſe points were highly 
Sen and great weight was laid on his 
judgment in difficult points of the goſpel, in 
matters of ne or of doubtful dif putation. 


ä Bur then we may conclude 8 that his 
praiſe i in the goſpel, throughout all the churches, 
was for the known ſtedfaſtneſs of his faith, and the 
uniformity of his temper and behaviour with this 
goſpel he profeſſed, preached up, and recommended 
to others. His knowledge and faith, his temper 
and manner of life, were all of a piece, and accord- 
ing to the goſpel: Without which we cannot 
ſuppoſe that his praiſe would have been 1 in al 5 
3 "I LOA 


ta STLY, I would ene the e article 

thee is here affixed to this brother, The brother. 
It is not ſaid we have ſent with Titus @ brother, but 
the brother, by way of diſtinction, and eminency 

above the other brethren in the miniſtry : And as 
one peculiarly fitted for the ſervice upon which he 
was ſent. He was pitched upon as the brother, 
the very man aboye all the reſt to be employed in 
the ſervice he was ſent upon. No man like minded, 
no man ſo eminently fitted Foy the beinen he was 
N „ | 


Ar TER fach a 1 * 5 opening ho rext * which | 
the ſuitableneſs thereof to the preſent diſpenſation 
of Divine Providence may very obviouſly appear 

to every one) I proceed for the further illuſtration | 
of the ſubject to conſider, iſt, 
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ift, Some of thoſe goſpel qualificatims which de- 


ſervediy intitle a man to univerſal praiſe ; ; to the 
pe of all the cRUFEORE. 


adly, To ft forth what a 1 favour 
and bleſſed attainment it is, to be Jay intitled 
to univerſal praiſe. 


3dly, Male ſome proper improvement, ſuited to the 
| folema and forrowful occafe on that leads us 1 
theſe meditations. 


I. Laer w conſider ſome of choſe goſpel qua. 


Vzffcations, which deſervedly intitle a man to uni- 


verſal 2 fe ; the 828 ſe of all the — 0 


Ap here 1 wil begin with 


ft. Erlen ve tnowlidee in the great things 4 the 


Sen 


RN OWLE DOE is an eſſential ends in a great 0 


and good man. Lor the foul to be without knowledge, 
it is not good. * And there is no knowledge fo 


ſublime, fo enlarging, and enobling to the ſou], as 


the knowledge of God, and the things of God; 
the knowledge of Chriſt, and the way to {Alvation 
by him: And this is life eternal, to know thee the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent + 


The learned and great apoſtle Paul, who muſt 
be allowed to be a good judge of knowledge and 

3 — — 
„ Prov, XIX. 2. + John XVII. 3. 


K r ——— —— — — 
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learning, as to the excellency and uſefulneſs of 4 it, 
declares that he counted all things but loſs, for the 


excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus his 


Lord.* In the chriſtian ſcheme of falvation, which - 


is contained in the holy ſcriptures, are hid all the 


treaſures of divine wiſdom and knowledge; conſe- 
_ quently it muſt needs be a very landable attainment, 


to have a good and thorongh acquaintance with 


the holy ſcriptures, thoſe oracles of divine truth: 
Jo be able not only to recite the words of the holy 
ſcriptures; but to ſee and underſtand the meaning 
of the fame. It is very praiſe-worthy to be able 
ſo to ſearch the ſcriptures, as to compare tranſla- 
tions with the original; and to compare ſpiritual 


things with ſpiritual ; one portion of ſcripture with 
another ; ſo as, inſtead of being carried away with 


the found of words, to gain the true ſenſe and 
meaning of the ſeveral places; and thereby to gain 
a clear and comprehenſive view of the goſpel ſcheme. 


of ſalvation; and ſo of the v various truths and duties 
5 therein contained 


NM RE 00 VER, this knowledge of the goſpel that 


is truly laudable, and would recommend to public 


eſteem, is a good acquaintance with the various 
ſenſes that have been put upon places of holy ſcrip- 


ture; and ſo the various ſentiments, ſyſtems and 

5 principles of chriſtianity, that have or do prevail in 
the world, whereby they may be able to put a mark 

upon dangerous errors, which have been broach- 
ed by ignorant men, who have wreſted the holy 


(criprates; and to Point out the truth as it is in Jeſus. 


FURTHERMORE, 
» Phil. I. 8. | 


5 3 
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FourTHERMORE, another very laudable point 


of knowledge in the things of God, is to underſtand 
the ground and foundation of our holy religion; 


and to get acquainted fo far both with the internal 


and external evidence of the divine authority of the 
holy ſcriptures, and ſo of the truth of chriſtianity, 
as to be able to convince gainſayers, and to vindicate 


the glorious truths of the goſpel from the caprious 
cavils, or mere ſubtle objections ſtarted by men of 


5 corrupt minds, given to perverſe di Jputings, and deſti- 
tute of the truth : And to be able to ſet in a ſtrong 


and convincing light, the arguments to prove the 


| holy ſcriptures to be given by inſpiration of God; 


and conſequently that the goſpel ſcheme of falva- 


tion is built upon a ſure foundation, upon which we 


may ſafely venture our ſouls and the eternal concerns 


of them, 


Now, boch an extenſive knowledge of the 


goſpel, and ſo of the foundations of our holy religion, 
is ſuch a neceſſary and excellent attainment, that 


thoſe who make a Jaudable proficiency herein, 


merit highly of the church of God. Such men 


have been in one age and another the pillars of 


the church; the external props by which the 


church has 50 kept from ſinking! into utter —_ 5 
france and * 


2dly. n ＋ principles ; ; adhering cloſely to 


the g9pet, without adding thereto, or diminiſbing, 
or varying therefrom, 7s very f ee 


B 2 Foz, 
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Foz, altho orthodoxy, or ſoundneſs of principles, 


may be an uncertain phraſe, inaſmuch as the va- 
rious ſects that are in the world, lay claim to this 


character; yet, as chriſtians of all denominations 
profeſs the goſpel to be the only ſure and unerring ; 
rule of faith and manners; fo thoſe principles 
muſt be ſoundeſt, which come the neareſt to the 
ſtandard. Conſequently, thoſe perſons who not 


only profeſſedly, but really endeavour to ſquare 


their faith and practice by the doctrines and pre- 


cepts of the goſpel, are to be had in honour. And 


where this evidently appears to be the care and en- 
deavour of any perſons, ſo as neither to preach, 
publiſh or vent any thing as a neceſſary article of 
faith, but what is plainly demonſtrated by the word 
of God; it muſt needs recommend them to the 
church of God, which is built upon the founda- 
tion of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being 
the chief corner ſtone.* And therefore thoſe 
teachers who have ſo much knowledge, wiſdom 
and humility, as not to be wiſe above what is 
written, and make this their conſtant inquiry, in 
all their ſearches after divine truths, what /aith 
the ſeripture? and whenever they ſpeak in a way 
of teaching, ſpeak as the oracles of God; and ap- 
peal to thoſe written ſacred oracles, according to 
the true genuine meaning of the ſame, for the truth 
of what they aſſert, are highly to be commended, 
and deſerve the praiſes of all the churches of Chriſt : 
Which will appear by conſidering the dreadful 
errors, ſuperſtitions, corruptions, and idolatries, the 


church fell into, when they departed from thie 


4 Eph. II. 22, 
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only unerring rule, and ſet up an infallible head 
on earth; and taught for doctrines the traditions | 
and commandments of men. 


| Axp how well did thoſe glorious 3 de- = 
' ſerve of the church of Chriſt, who boldly and 
 eourageouſly began a reformation, and ftrenuouſly | 
_ endeavoured to reduce the church to its original 
foundation, the holy ſcriptures! And how juſtly 
are the names of thoſe firſt reformers handed down 
with honour throughout all the proteſtant churches | 
in the world? But, inaſmuch as even the retormed 
churches have not gotten ſo compleatly upon the 
original baſis as is to be deſired; it muſt needs be 
very praiſe-worthy for thoſe who are ſet up to be 
teachers of others, to labour to fix them more and 
more upon the goſpel foundation, without the par- 
ticular ſchemes, ſyſtems, or inventions of men; or 
indeed fo much as the expreſſions of men in ſuch 
grand myſterious points, wherein wwe know not how 
t order our * rat by n of b 


4 225 The gift of ENT the loh 1 eg 
forth the truths and duties contained therein, in 


a true, diſtin and clear light, is what recom- 
mends teachers to the churches of the Lord Jeſus. 


'Tars implies a. capacious wind. T clear head, 
extenſive knowledge, diſtin ideas, and reach of 
thought, obtained, or improved, by much reading 
and ſtudy, a careful weighing matters, and laying 
them together. And furely ſuch natural endow- 
8 ments, 
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ments, improved by cloſe application to. meditation 


and reading, juſtly claim the high eſteem of the 


churches of Chriſt. And ſuch will be reſpected 


and honoured by all the lovers of truth, and the 


diligent ſincere inquirers after it. How are perſons 
inſtructed, and greatly edified, who fer at the feet 
of ſuch learned doftors whoſe ideas lie clear and dif- 


tin& ; and what benefit have the written labours of 
ſuch men been to the chriſtian world? And how 


have their learned expoſitions, wherein they ha ve 


unfolded the holy ſcriptures, and their other inge - 


nious and judicious diſcourſes, brought and preſerved 
light and knowledge in the church? And how have 


the names and memories of ſuch learned authors 


been handed down and ſpread abroad in the chriſ- 
tian church, with high honour and eſteem | ? 


Aly. Tus gift of confirming divine truths and 


enforcing duties, in a ſtrong, convincing and 


moving manner, Joſtly claims the provies of all 
chriſtians, 


Tuts is a gift as uſeful and neceſſiry, in its place, 


as the former, for the church of Chriſt. It is not | 
: ſufficient to ſet truths and duties before perſons, > 
merely to enlighten their underſtandings, and en- 


large their minds ; bur, as all divine truths have 


reference to praciice, to which there is a natural 

backwardneſs, and great oppoſition, from the world, 
the things of the world, the corrupt cuſtoms of the 

world, the enticements and the examples of ſinners ; 


10 
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ſo there needs warm addreſſes to the conſcience, 
to the paſſions and affections of the ſoul, yea to all 


che ſprings of action. People need, not only to be 


told their duty, and ſhown what it is; but to be 
urged to it, and in a moving manner be expoſtu- 
lated with about it. Conſequently, the compleat 
preacher, or teacher, will hare his eaſy, clear and 
plain inſtructions warm'd and animated, as if his 
tongue had been juſt touched with à live coal from 
off the altar. His writings will be pungent, as well 
as clear and pertinent; and all the great arguments 


of the goſpel for a chriſtian temper and practice, 


Will be ſet in ſuch array, as may ſerve not only to 
excite and engage the attention, but to rouſe the 
| conſcience, to enkindle the affections; yea, and 

with the concurring influence of the divine ſpirit, 
to perſuade the will, and convert the man. And 
Oh! how much is the church of God obliged to 
ſuch awakening preachers; and for ſuch practical 
and pathetic writings of theirs which are extant, 
and lodged in chriſtian families! And what a multi- 
tude of precious ſaints will riſe up at the judgment 


and call ſuch preachers and authors bleſſed, for the 


bleſſed effects of their faithful labours upon their 
ſouls? And with what reſpect and affection are 
ſuch faithful ſervants of Chriſt ſpoken of among 
the people of God, and how are their practical 


writings recommended, ſpread, and banded down 
Js from one generation to another : 5 


5thly. A Peril gift of di ſcerning 5 . | 
. accurately diſtuguiſhing between truth and 


| error ; . 
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error; between greater and leſſer matters of 


chriſtianity ; ; between things clear and plain, 
and thoſe that are doubtful ; between * 


and ene in 2 


Tais! is 4 moſt uſeful and even neceſſary gift 


for preachers and teachers of the goſpel; and the 


want of it has cauſed the greateſt diſturbances and ; 


confuſions in the church. Truth and error, altho* 
eſſentially different from each other, yet oftentimes 
put on ſuch ſimilar appearances, that it requires a 


| ſharp and penetrating eye to diſcern the difference, 


fo as to diſtinguiſh the truth from the error. 


Error is oftentimes gilded over with ſuch ſpecious 
and plauſible arguments, and communicated. in fuch 
| artful and equivocal terms, that miniſters, as well as 
others, have ſwallowed them down as truths; and 
only ſome ſingular gift of diſcerning has been able 
to diſcover the error, and the ner thereof that 


Was couched therein. 10 


1 Burr then again, what ſevere conteſts have there 
been among the churches of Chriſt; and how have 
they been thrown into feuds and quairels. 2 How 
| have they loſt their charity one for another? 


How have they ſeparated and withdrawn commu- 


nion from each other? Yea, how have they in 

their turns perſecuted one another even unto death? 
And all this for want of diſcerning between the 
greater and the leſſer matters of the goſpel, the 


eſſentials and only circumſtantials of religion! But 
now, when God endows any of his ſervants with 


an 


> 
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an eminent ſpirit of diſcerning in theſe matters, ſo 


as to ſee what faith that is which was once deli- 


vered to the ſaints, to be contended for ; and what 
are matters of leſs 1 importance, and not ee con- 
tending about; what matter is this of thankſgiving 


to God? and how highly do ſuch deſerve of all 
the churches, who give them to ſee that the matters 


in which they differ are not worth ſtriving or 


breaking charity about; and who are inſtrumental | 
of perſuading chriſtians, notwithſtanding the little 
differences in opinion and practice, to maintain cha- 


rity and communion one with another? How de- 


ſervedly are they in the praiſe of all the churches 


within their knowledge and influence, who are 
able in any meaſure, with the wiſdom and diſcerning i 


of the apoſtle Paul, to conciliate them in matters 
of difference about leſſer things, as he did, Rom. xiv. 


about eating, or not eating certain meats, or ob- 
ſerving, and not obſerving certain days; concerning 
which he adviſes not to judge nor to deſpiſe one 


another; but, being fully perſuaded in their own : 
minds, he would have them charitably to believe 
as to each other, that they did what they thought 


moſt pleaſing to Chriſt. He that eateth, eateth to 


_ the Lord; for he giveth God thanks : He that eateth : 


nt, to the Lord be eateth not, and d giveth Ged thanks, 


— 


6thly, Zeal for the great truths and duties f : 


chriſtianity ; but duly tempered with charity 


and prudence, challenges High honour and reſpect 
from the churches of Chrif. 


mien 
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| ALTwovyen there is a blind fariods zeal about 


mene comparatively ſmall, which is to be dreaded ; 


yet there is a zeal that is truly laudable. It is grod 


to be zealoufly affefted always in a good thing. & 


And Chriſt purifies to himſelf a peculiar people, 


zealous of good works. F How commendable muſt 
it be for teachers and preachers, who are ſet for 
the defence of the goſpel, to appear zealous, bold 
and courageous for the truth, ſo as to defend it 


againſt all the daring attempts of deiſts and infidels, | 


and ſuch like vile oppolers of chriſtianity ? Surely 
the church of God is greatly indebted to thoſe 
_ chriſtian heroes, who inſtead of being alhamed of 
the goſpel of Chriſt, or afraid to appear in his cauſe, 
have openly profeſſed him before perſecuting kings 

and emperors, and have ſacrificed their very lives in 


the cauſe; and ſubmitted to the moſt cruel tortures 
that men or devils could invent, rather than re- 


nounce the chriſtian cauſe? Theſe glorious mar- 
ſtyrs are deſervedly had in praiſe throughout all the 
churches; and their names had in everlaſting re- 
membrance, whoſe zeal and courage conquered the 
heathen rage, and cauſed the goſpel ſo to ſpread, 
that it became a general obſervation that the blood 
od the Le hl was the ſeed a the church. 


"Ku as to whoſe who have not been called N 


reſiſt unto blood; but yet have had a zeal to appea 
openly i in the defence of chriſtianity, and of any 2 
its important truths and duties, they deſerve very 


2 of the church: For if it had not been for ſun 


| | zealous 
n 18 + Tit. II. 14. 
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zealous and careful watchmen upon the walls, to give 
faichful and ſeaſonable warning, the church would 
have been robbed of one important truth and duty 
of chriſtianity after another, till it would have been 
ſtript of every thing that is purely chriſtian, and 
carried back to the religion of the heathen, or 
ſomething worſe. : 


Bur then, a zeal that is truly omen 
will not be ſevere and cruel, though ir ſhould have 
power in its hand ; bur 1s regulated by charity and 
goodnels. It is not a zeal that raſhly thinketh or 
ſpeaketh evil of others; but being qualified with. 
love and charity, don't allow itlelf to think any 
Exil, without ſuſſicient foundation for it; but hopeth 
all things, and believeth all things it -ollibly can, 
upon any good foundation, in favour of them; 
ready to put as favourable conſtructions upon their 


ſentiments and ways as they will poſſibly bear. 
This zeal is alſo directed by wiſdom and pru- 


dence, carefully avoiding all raſhnefs and precipi- 
tancy, and every. thing that is fierce and cruel, 
which fiery zeal prompts to; but wiſely conſiders 


ihe perſons with whom i It has 10 do, and the times and 


circumſtances of things. And now how much are 
the churches indebted to ſuch who though zealous 
for God and his cauſe, are candid and charitable, 
prudent and cautious in all their meaſures? And 

how are uproars in towns and churches tilled, 
party rage and fury allayed, and all things brought 
to peace and kept in it, by the happy influence of 
ſuch a temper? 
C 2 , el 
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Ithly. Stedfaſtneſs in the truths and ways of God 
1s * commendable. ; 


5 By which I mean not a rigid fixedneſs or inflexi- 


bility againſt arguments ſufficient to change our 


minds; for this would be obſtinacy and perverſneſs, 


rather than a rational or gracious ſtedfaſtneſs; which 
ſtedfaſtneſs is oppoſite to that ſickleneſs of temper, 
and wavering diſpoſition, that keeps men ſo looſe 


and unhinged, that they hardly know their own 


| minds, much leſs may others depend upon them. 


"Now fach unſtable ſouls, liable a8 che ES 


cock to be turned by the wind, and ſo to be like 
children toſſed to and fro by every wind of doc- 
trine, very much diſparage their character. U n/table : 
as water, 205 Hall not excell, * 


WII EREAS the ſtedfaſt man is he, who having ex- 


amined the ground of his faith and practice, and find- 
ing himſelf upon a good foundation, remains fixed 


and ſteady. He is not ſuddenly moved by ſophiſtical 


and ſubtle arguments, or plauſible appearances of 


things; but will examine and obſerve things care- 


fully; and not change his mind or conduct, til upon 
a careful and thorough weighing of the matter, ho 


finds i it reaſonable, 


An ſurely 1 it muſt be highly to he commenida- 


tion of ſuch as are appointed the guides and 
inſtructors of others, that they be firm and ſteady ; 
in their prineiples, and able to defend rhem, And 


theſe 


gen. XIV. 4, 
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theſe churches are greatly indebted to ſuch ſteady 
and faithful guides, to whom, under God, it is 
very much owing. that they have hitherto been 
- preſerved upon their foundation; when they have 
been ſo vehemently affaulted by ignorant and 
jlliterate intruders, who have thrown many of the 
churches into confuſion, and threatned their over- 
throw. If it had not been for a number of 
ſteady chriſtians, miniſters and ſpiritual guides (of 
whom the late deceaſed among us was an eminent 
one) theſe churches would have been much ſhaken, 
if not overthrown ; therefore ſuch juſtly claim a 
5 praiſe thro all the churches. 


eib. 5 nay add that ene 4 74500 and aebi 


city ity are TOY. Sons. | qualities. 


Tire added to the erde qualities, : 
render a man very illuſtrious, and ſpread his name 
and fame throughout the churches, far and near. 
It was by the diligence, the activity, and the abun- 

dant labours of ſome upon ſacred, and others upon 

_ eccleſiaſtical record, that they have rendered them- | 

ſelves famous in all ages of the church, even to this 

day. — But I we not e Therefore, 5 


| gthly. Sincerely aiming to honour Cid with all his 
gifts, and carefully endeavouring to exempl; fy 
_ all the graces and virtues of the chriſtian in his 
own life, muſt needs recommend to the prat iſe 
of all the churches wwho Mall fee and hi of 
the ſame. 

THIS. 
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IIIIS is the crowning point of any great man's 
character. It is THIS that makes the man's face 


to ſhine. It is TEHIs that puts a luſtre upon all 


the rich endowments of nature, or of education. 


Tr is +418 that adorns the man in every office, in 


every ſtation and relation of life. It is THIS that 


puis a gloſs, yea a real beauty and excellency upon 
all performances. Then it is that miniſters and 
other doctors of divinity recommend their diſcourſes, 


and ſet forth the beauty and excellency of divine 


truths, and give a certain force and energy to them. 
viz. when they exemplify their doctrines and their 
counſels in their own temper and carriage. When 
miniſters and ſpiritual guides live as the goſpel 
_ teaches them, and as they teach others from the 
goſpel, even ſober ly, a and righteouſly,: and godly,in the 
World: Then, I ſay, they do in an eminent man- 
ner adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. Tris 
will cauſe their lights to ſhine before men; and 
ethers ſeeing and hearing of their good works ; of -- 
their exemplary piety, holineſs and goodneſs, ml | 
not only have them in great reputation and honour, 


but will be induced to be followers of them; and 


ſrom their bright example to glorify our F ather 8 


hien IS. in heaven. 


f IL LET us now proceed to conſider what a diſtin- 


guſhing favour and bleſſed attainment it is, to 
have ſuch endowments, natural or acquired, and 
ſuch a gracious temper and behaviour, as juſtly to 
claim the praiſes of all the churches. 


IT 
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| Tris an high commendation which is here given 
of this brother miniſter in the text, That his praiſe 
in the goſpp! was throughout all the churches, inti- 
mating hereby that there was ſomething uncommon 
in him; and that God had enabled him, in a very | 
| diſtinguiſhing manner, to recommend himſelf to 
the high eſteem and praiſe of all the churches; 
which ſuppoſes the forementioned, and ſuch like 
accompliſhments, in an eminent degree, were found 
in him. His praiſe in all the churches, is not to be 
underſtood as if he was only a very popular man, 
who by voice and geſture, and flow of words, gained 


the vulgar popular applauſe; but that he had ſuch | 


real excellencies and accompliſhments as recommend- 
ed him to the apoſtles and miniſters, and to all the 
wiſe and underſtanding and judicious among them; 
who were able to diſcern the things that differ. 


. Ako. te it is a diſtinguiſhing favour and 
bleſſed attainment to have ſuch endowments of 

mind, and ſuch other good qualities, as juſtly re- 
commend to the high eſteem of all wife and good 
men, will appear, it we briefly conſider a fen thing 


"wit; That they” are on 47 great and goed. qualities 
which will recommend to the eſteem and Tſe - 
of WW "fe, great and good 3 men. 


Tur iliterate vu ulgar and weak people may be 
carried away with bee and ſhow, and ſome little 
popular arts, without any thing ſubſtantially good 
and excellent, The brother in our text was 


10 
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not ſuch an one: But his qualifications were ſuch 


as recommended him to the wiſe and the beſt 


jucdges of true worth : Conſequently, chere mult 


have been excellent endowments and ſuperiour 


qualities found in him, to recommend to univerſal 
eſteem ——And now it muſt needs be a great 
favour and ſpecial bleſſing, to be fo richly endowed 
as to gain, and that very deſervedly, an univerſal 
_ eſteem. Every good gift, and every perfect gift, 
is from above, and cometh down from the Father 
of lights. He is the former of our bodies, and the 
Father of our ſpirits; and he forms and unites 


them together in a manner we know not how; 


from whence ariſe the various capacities, geniuſes 
and inclinations among the children of men. And 
he who has the diſpoſing of all things in providence, ” 
orders out the various advantages, and gives the 
various inclinations to improve the ſame, for the 
enlarging the mind, and enriching it with a greater 
variety of uſeful knowledge. And whenever their 
natural powers and acquired knowledge are ſancti- 5 


fied, and converted to the greateſt and beſt pur- 


poſes, it is by the grace of God. And therefore 


when there are ſuch diſtinguiſhing endowments of 


nature, providence, and grace, found in any, as 
give them a diſtinguiſhing eſteem among the wiſe 


and good, it muſt be looked upon as a diſtinguiſh- 


ing favour to ſuch, and ſhould be acknowledged b 
them and their friends to the glory of God. For 
what have any which may claim diſtinguiſhing eſteem, 
but what they have received? ? and therefore, whilſt 
ſuch receive honour and praiſe of men, they ſhould 


gre the glory to GG. © 2dlF. 


— 2 
* + 
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2dly. It is @ rare thing to have theſe good qualities 
ſo united in the fame ſubject, and in fo conſpicu- 
ous a manner as to gain e . OR and 
8 1 


ThosE good 9 OR which defotre commen- 


dation and praiſe, are for the moſt part diſperſed 


among the children of men. To this man is given 


one eminent gift, to that man is given another. Some 


have ſuperiour natural powers; but no education to 


cultivate and enlarge them. Others have good na- 


tural powers, and good education; but they have 


violent paſſions, ſuddenly moved and carried to great 
excels ; befdes other bad natural tempers. Others 
again have all theſe advantages, good capacities, 

800 temper, good education to the great en- 

largement of their minds; but no grace to ſanctify 


them, and fit them for their maſter's uſe; and 


ſo they cannot be in that high eſteem in the 
churches, and with the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus. 


But then again, ſuppoſing the man excellent for na- 


tural powers and for great improvement of his mind 
by education, and a good natural temper, and all 
ſanctiſied by divine grace; yet, alaſs: how often has 
the character of ſuch an one been, flurred by ſome 
fin or folly that he has fallen into? which has been 


as the dead fly in the ointment. of the apothecary, 


that. ſendeth forth a ſtinking Javour, and brings a 


blot and diſgrace upon him that is in . fer 
Wiſdom and honour X x 


Las STLY here There are ne excellent perſons 
who 8 all accounts deſerve and have the high 


D commendations 
9 Feeleſ, . 
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commendations of all who are acquainted with 
them: But they are not much known; their light 
is as it were put under a buſhel; their bt is in ſome 
remote and retired corner of the vineyard; and ſo 
they live and die pretty much in obſcurity. So that, 
upon the whole, to have perſons of ſuch ſuperiour 
accompliſhments, ſanctified and adorned by divine 
grace, free from any blot or blemiſh in their cha- 
racter, and theſe placed as a city ſet upon a hill, to 
be ſeen and known of all men, is a very rare thing, 
and conſequently to be taken notice of and acknow- 
ledged as a diſtinguiſhing favour and blefling. 


3d. It is a ſpecial favour, as it gives to fuch - 


great advantages I” being eminently uſe N in 
the world, 


REPUTATIOx and en give a man great 
advantage for doing good; and the higher and 
more extenſive his character riſes, ſo much the 


greater opportunity it gives him of being uſeful 


to mankind. The ſentiments of ſuch a man will 
be much regarded; his judgment will be highly 
eſteemed ; his counſel will be ſought after and 
* hearkened unto; his advice on particular points 
of difficulty will come with weight; and his ex- 
ample will be very influential ; and being graci- . 
ouſly inclined to do all the coo he can, it is not 


eaſy to think how extenſively uſeful ſuch a man is 
to the family, to the town, and to every ſociety with 


which he is connected; yea, and to the church of 
Gold in general,— Aud now the more uſetul God 
„ e makes 


—_ 'We > ar? _— — DUE 
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makes us in the world, ſo much the more favour he 


ſhows to us, and ſo much the more honour he 
confers upon us. 


athly. As the man highly and deſervedly eſteemed 
implies the faithful and the wiſe ſervant ; ſo he 
will receive the di Minguiſbing rewards of fuch. 


We are e ſpeaking of men who are Aefervedly 
eſteemed and honoured as the faithful ſervants of 


_ Chriſt; and as ſuch they will be not only eſteemed 


and praiſed through the churches of Chriſt, bur 


they ſhall have the high approbation of their judge; 


and from high eſteem among the ſaints on earth, 


| ſhall be received to glory, honour and immortality 


in heaven; and by how much they have diſtin- 


guiſhed themſelves, according to their abilities and 


opportunities, in the ſervice of God, for the honour 
of Chriſt and the good of men, ſo much the 


greater will be their reward in heaven; and ſo 
much more open and abundant entrance ſhall be 


miniſtred to them into the everlaſting kingdom. AN 


which ſerves to ſhow what a ſpecial ſavour it is to 


have ſuperiour abilities, ſo ſanctiſied and faithfully 


improved, as ſhall be not only with reputation and 
honour in the church of God; but with the appro- 
bation of our judge. For this is the way to have that 


bleſſed euge full of honour, comfort and happineſs 
Ppronounced upon us : Well done good and faithful 


5 ſereant enter into the j Joy of 120 Lerd. & 


* Matt. XXV. 21. 


* a . * 7 "our . 
a ths * 7 * a” 

: b apa *** r — 4 — —— — — 

Þs _ I — Y ; 2 _ 1 ——8— 
- — * — - * w o ” — — 
— . £ — . . y 8 - * 5 — — 
: 8 Y a . A — — 
# 


ts ens —— ere re PO AS 4 


- 6 
ü r 
— — — ic ——— 0 
— 


28 A Funeral Sermon on the 


Lr us now proceed to make ſome Wee ene b 
and * of theſe meditationa. 


ft, We learn foci what has been bid that God 
is thankfully to be acknowledged by all whom 
He largely endows with ſuch gifts and graces, 
as deſervedly give them great coll and an 
* character i in the church of God. 


* 


Tur gifts of nature, even all the powers of the 
mind, with the natural genius, diſpoſition and tem- 
per; and all the advantages for improvement and 
enlargement ; and all that virtuous and gracious 
turn of mind, with good behaviour; and all the 
laudable actions and performances, whereby perſons 
recommend themſelves to the high eſteem of others, 
are from God even from the very firſt to the 
laſt : And that very honour and eſteem that ariſes 
from hence comes of him; and is a favour of divine 
providence thankfully to be acknowledged to God's 
glory, and —_—_ to his honour. 


: Gov? s giving a man high eſteem and reputation, 
gives him great advantages of doing much for the 
| honour of God and the good of mankind : And in 


| this way he is to expreſs his thankfulneſs to God 


pp for any ſuch diſtinguiſhing favour. The ſentiments, 
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the principles, the counſels, the admonitions, the 
examples of ſuch will be weighty and influential, 
in proportion to the character they bear, and the 
eſteem and honour they are had in, among mankind. 
Surely then i it concerns ſuch to ſhow their thank- 
= ſulneſs 
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fal Ineſs to God for his diſtinguiſhing favours to 
them; by being ſo much the more careful in all 


their ſayings, and in all their writings they ſend 
forth into the world: And ſo much the more cir- 


cumſpect in all their conduct, becauſe the eyes 


of people naturally fix upon them: Nothing is 


more common than for perſons to defend themſelves 
in that which is ill, and unguarded, and ſo cannot 


otherwiſe be excuſed; by ſaying it is no more 


than ſuch and ſuch who bear the beſt of characters 


have ſaid or done. Conſequently ſuch men whom 


God favours with high reputation and character, 


cannot better ſhow their gratitude to him for the 
ſame, than by a moſt guarded, circumſpect, exem- 


plary converſation, diligently e their gifts, 

and improving their intereſt in men's hearts for the 
honour of God, the increaſe of religion, and ſo 
the beſt 0 of mankind. Av | 


2dly. Tur ſabjet before us Fe ae us That it is 


but a laudable ambition, to endeavour Juſtly o 
deſerve a uni verſai good character. 


Tux apoſtle ſpeaks of i it as a high commenda- | 


tion of the brother in our text, that he wwas had in 


praiſe throughout all the churches, and conſequently | 
it was to his honour, that he laboured ſo to acquit 


himſelf as to merit ſuch univerſal praiſe. 


4 


Tas low of fame or praiſe is a natural paſſion 
formed in man to ſerve ſome great and good pur- 
poſes, and to prompt men to labour to excell in 

ching 
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things. great and good : And this paſſion under due 
regulation ſerves as a noble and powerful ſpur to 


great and good, but difficult and dangerous enter- 


prizes. But this as well as the other uſeful paſſions 
of the ſoul is degenerated and corrupted > and ſo is 
t to run into extremes. 


un ſome this laudable ambition degenerates 


into ſordid meanneſs, and a criminal diſregard f 
character; they are careleſs what men ſay or think 
of them; and are ſo negligent of the good opinion 

of others, that they will do nothing to deſerve their 
good eſteem; and ſet ſo light by a good name 

(though it be better than great riches) that they 

will facrifice it, and expoſe themſelves to the con- 
tempt of all wiſe and good men, for the fake of 

| gratifying ſome aby and brutiſh luſt. 


Pu acer extreme is, when this Lndible am- 
bition degenerates into pride: Some men are more 
concerned to have praiſe and honour than to deſerve 
it; and indulge ſuch an exceſſive love of fame as 
t take unjuſtifiable methods for the gaining it. 
Inſtead of obſerving the wiſe man's rule, & Let an- 


ther man praiſe thee, and not thine own mouth; 


ſtranger, and not thine own lips, they will peat: 
themſelves; and will do every thing in an oftenta- 
tious vain· glorious manner, that they may have praiſe 


and glory of men; to the neglect of ſuch duties 


and ſervices as are out of the ſight of men; they aim 
only at the appearance and not the reality of good- 
neſs; and will vilify others to exalt themſelves, 


and ſecretly wound other mens characters to ad- 


vance their own. 


* Prov, XVII. 2. 
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Bur now happy is the man, who has wiſdom 


* grace to ſteer between theſe two extremes; 


who has a due regard to character, but endeavours 


to deſerve it, as well as have it; who deſires 


and ſeeks no further praiſe or commendation than 
he has juſt claim to; and who endeavours to acquit 


bimſelf faithfully in every office and relation of 
life he ſuſtains, and leaves it with God to give or 
with- hold the pre. WF 


by What a great ble Hing to a PETE thankfully 


to be acknowledged, when God raiſes up perſons, 
and qualifies them after ſuch a manner as to 
deſerve the praiſes and high commendations of all 
the churches; even of all wiſe, ſerious and 
good men. VVV 


"Thr are indeed the excellent ones in the eek |: 
They are the ſalt of the earth. Theſe are the 


light of the world, They are the pillars of the 


churches, and the glory of Chriſt ; and the means of 5 


preſerving the churches from ſinking i into ignorance 


and degenerating into corruption. It is by ſuch - 


men's being raiſed up in one age of the church, 


and another, that the truths and principles of 
chriſtianity, according to the ſcriptures, have been 


| Preſerved, and even reſcued and ſeparated from the 
dregs of ignorance and corruption, which the 


church in ſome former ages was ſunk into; and 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, and in his goſpel, made 
70 ſhine forth, with ſuch a degree of clearneſs as 
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now it does. Surely the churches of God are 


greatly indebted to ſuch able and faithful men. 
7 Bur 0¹ what obligations are chriſtians under to 
God, and to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has, from 
time to time, raiſed up ſuch men, and enriched 
them with ſuch excellent gifts! Surely it becomes 
chriſtians to be thankful for the gifts beſtowed 
upon others, as well as upon themſelves: For fu- _ 
periour gifts beſtowed upon any perſons are for 
the public good; and therefore we ſhould all re- 
0 Joice in them, and be thankful for them. 


 qthly. Cons ROE TE, the death and departure | 
of. perſons of di itinguiſhing worth and character 
aught to be taken notice of as a public laß, and Z 


. the hearts * people — 9 di therewith. 


As for hal whoſe praiſe is in all the den 

- Wee ee takes them away by death, it becomes 
.churches to be humble under his holy hand ; and 
I believe you will every one agree that God is 

Calling us at this time to take a ſolemn and hum- 


ble notice of ſuch a diſpenſation of his holy provi- 


dence the laſt week, in the death and departure of 
the Rev. Dr. Wi6GLESWORTH, Hollis Profeſſor 
Divinity in the College, whoſe remains were 
interred the laſt evening. The juſt claim 
to the high commendation and character 
text, led me to the ſubject; he being a reverend 
brother, whoſe praiſe in the goſpel is deſervedly 


Had eee the churches; yea, we may apply 


A 


e had 
my 


the 
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and went on in ocealionel preaching for {ome years 3 


Rav: Dr. Wein rn. 33 


the character of Dietl: unto him, of whom it 
is faid, That he hath 5 report of all men, and 


of the truth 8 


Tux great former of all things, wks deügned 
him for a very important ſtation of life, relating 
to his goſpel kingdom, formed him originally with 


many very ſuperiour powers of the mind, diſtin- 


guiſhingly fitted for ſuch a ſervice. Altho* God 


gave him but a lender conſtitution of body, yet he 


was very liberal to him in the various faculties 'of T 
his ſoul, which perhaps were promoted and brought 


forth to greater advantage by the tenderneſs and 
75 delicacy of his bodily frame. So that in his very 
make and conſtitution there was ſuch an extenſive- 
neſs and reach of thought, ſuch a quickneſs and 
clearneſs of apprehenſion, ſuch a ſoundneſs of judg- 


ment, ſuch an acuteneſs and ſtrength of reaſoning, 
ſuch accuracy of expreſſion; and all theſe accompa- 


nieed with ſuch a calm, ſedate and diſpaſſionate temper 


as are rarely to be met with in the ſame ſubject. 


Having had the advantage of a liberal edu- - 


cation, he enlarged and ſtored his mind with trea- 


ſures of uſeful knowledge. And as he purpoſed, 
by the will of God, to employ his life in the 
goſpel miniſtry, ſo . divinity, and the things of the 


goſpel, and thoſe which would ſerve to illuſtrate 
and confirm the ſame, were the ſubjects that he 
. chiefly employed his mind in the ſtudy of. And 


altho' he ſtood candidate for the goſpel miniſtry, 


; in 
* 111, Ep. John 12 ver. 
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in which he gave to all, but eſpecially to the 
more learned and judicious, very ample tokens of 
bis ſuperiour abilities and thorough acquaintance 
with ſacred things; yet it appeared in a little time, 
by the courſe of providence, that God had another 
and very important buſineſs in reſerve for him : 
Namely, that inſtead of being confined to teach 
and miniſter to one ſingle congregation of common 
chriſtians, he ſhould be an inſtructor of all the 
young candidates for the goſpel miniſtry, and train 
them up in the great doctrines and principles of 
chriſtianity ; ; and fo form and fit them to go forth 
into the ſeveral congregations of the Lord, and 
| preach the pure truths of the goſpel to them; and 
ſo to have it as his ſpecial buſineſs, to teach thoſe : 
who were to be teachers and preachers to others. 


To bring about this important event, be- 
: hold! ar that very time, God raiſed up a moſt. 
generous benefactor to the college, viz. the late 
worthy Mr. Tromas HoLLrs, merchant, of 
London ; who among his many pious and charitable 
benefactions to the college, founded a profeſſorſhip 
for divinity; making the fame known to the cor- 
poration, deſiring them to name ſome perſon to him 
proper for that ſervice. Accordingly, the diſtin- 
guiſhing abilities of Mr. Wiggleſworth were ſo 
_ conſpicuous, that he was unanimouſly nominated 
and appointed to that office; in which he has, 
thro” the great goodneſs of God, very laudably, 
yea with diſtinguiſhing honour, officiated for more 
than forty two years; and ſo has abundantly an- 


ſwered the bigh recommendatory character ne 
© | 
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of him by one of the corporation, and in their 
name, to his W patron. * 


And by ſuch a faithful and acceptable diſcharge 


of this office i it is more eſpecially that his praiſe comes 
to be in all the churches ; For, altho? his occafional 
preaching and his printed works have ſpread his fame; 


yet it was by the conſtant attendance upon the duties 


of his once, that his praiſe has been diffuſed thro! 


V 


* « There! is but one thing more, gli which 1 have now to 


add, but it is a very great one; the nomination of a per- 
ſon to you, to be your firſt profeſſor. There is lately 
returned to, and is now refiding i in the college, a very 
accompliſhed perſon for the office, in our joint opinion 
and judgment, Mr. Edward Wiggleſworth, who in the 
year 1710 paſſed his firſt degree with us, and has ever 
ſince diligently applied himſelf ro the learned ſtudies, 


and to the ſtudy of divinity more eſpecially, He is * 


per ſon of known and exemplary virtue, piety, literature, 
modeſty, meekneſs, and other chriſtian ornaments, His 
public exerciſes in the pulpit diſcover a ſolid judgment, 
à clean ſlile, a clear method, a bright and ſtrong thought, 
and a facility or aptneſs to teach: And it now appears 
ro us as if Providence may have reſerved him for ſuch a 
| ſervice as this now before us; which we apprehend may 
ſuit him in all reſpects, excepting his low opinion of 
himſelf; yet neither is he wanting in gravity, wiſdom, 
and a ſpirit of government and authority, which may be 
neceſſary to command the reverence of others to n in 
any office he may be called to.” 


Vid. Life and Character J Dr. Fe 5. 5 4 55. 


Beſides the profeſſorſhip of divinity, the above named Mr. 
Hollis founded a profeſſorſhip of mathematicks, of natural 
and experimental philoſophy; eltabliſhed ten ſcholar- 
ſhips ; furniſhed the college with a coſtly and valuable 
apparatus; and ſome or other of that worthy name and 
family 


3 rr nr tn ene — one cy Oe 2 — 


5 areraſ Sermon on the 


theſe churches : For he being continued, by the 


great goodneſs of God, in the profeſſor's chair for 
ſio many years, moſt by far of the miniſters of this 

and of ſome neighbouring provinces, have been 
trained up in their theological ſtudies by and under 
him; who, I doubt not, do with one conſent agree 
to do him honour, as he who by his public and 


private lectures, and perſonal conferences, has given 


great light to them in the things of the goſpel; 
and done a great deal to eſtabliſh them in many 
important points of chriſtianity. So in this way 
his eminent gifts became of public uſe, and are as 


it were, by their miniſtry, tranſmitted to the ſeveral 
churches of the land. And I believe his praiſe is 


ſo in theſe churches, eſpecially with the miniſters 

of them, that they would with one voice declare 
that they knew not any, who would have more, if 
fo compleatly, filled that chair as he did. 


I rx we conſider him in the government of the 
college, and GE for its ts welfare, he was a 
8 very 


family have, from time to time, for more than forty years 


paſt, been teſtifying their pious and generous regards to 
the college. And the preſent worthy Mr. Thomas Hollis, 
of London, poſſeſſed abundantly of the ſame excellent ſpirit, 


and kind regard to the college, which recommended and 
endeared his great uncle to us, has ſince the late deſtruc- 


tion of the library and apparatus by fire, ſent towards the 
_ reparation of that loſs, a very large collection of valuable 


books, to the amount of ſome hundreds ſterling. 


The Lord be praiſed for that compaſſionate, benevolent, and 
| liberal ſpirit he has ſtirred up towards the college of late; 
And may all its kind and generous benefactors, whether | 


in Great-Britain or amongſt ourſelves, be abundantly re- 
- Farded with” the bleſimgs of Givine-providence and grace. 


* ; * 
* 
* 1 


very uſeful member, not only conſidered in his con · 
nection with the preſident and tutors, in the imme- 
_ diate government of the ſtudents ; but as one of the 
corporation of the college. For, altho' his hardneſs 
of hearing was a great difficulty to him when debates 
were carried on, yet things being made known to 
him (to have his thoughts upon them) there always 
appeared in him ſuch an accuracy of thought, ſuch 
a wiſdom and judiciouſneſs in his obſervations, as 
were ever of great weight with us. Which I am 
able ro ſpeak from my own obſervation, having had 
the honour and pleaſure of fitting with him at that 
board for more than forty years. 


An fach was the eſteem the laurel had of 
his knowledge, ſagacity, and ſoundneſs of judgment, 
that he was much conſulted in doubtful and difficult 
caſes; and we never thought a controverſy in 

| better hands than when he was perſuaded to un- 
dertake it. And altho' he was for defending and 

ſupporting the truth, and had an acuteneſs, whereby 
he could be keen in expoſing the weakneſs of his 
oppoſers; yet chriſtian candour and charity was 
his ſhining character; who went great lengrhs in his 
_ charitable opinion x, thoſe who were fincere and 
Honeſt | in their diſſering ſentiments from him. 


I his family relations he was very exemplary: 7 
He was a tender and careful husband; a wiſe as 
well as affectionate father; and a kind maſter. God 
viſited him with ſore aflictions in his family, in 


many ſorrowful deaths, and in ſore ſickneſſes and of 


long continuance. But during ſuch a ſeries of 
troubles, God enabled him t to exhibit a bright ex- 


ample 
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ample of patience and humble ſubmiſſion to the will 
of God; and even ſo much ſedateneſs and com- 
poſedneſs of mind, that any one coming in to diſ- 
courſe with him upon any point, would hardly 
perceive by him that there was any trouble in his 
houſe. And he found it was good to hope, and 
quietly wait for the falvation of God : For God 


has been pleaſed of late to ſhift the ſcene, and re- I 
ſtore the voice of health and ſal vation, in a good 
meaſure, to his children; which I doubt not they © 


take notice of with thankfulneſs ; and eſpecially 
that their tender father lived to ſee tow under ſuch 
5 comfortable circumſtances before he left the world. 


Hs was a prudent, peaceable, friendly and kind : 
: neighbour; ready to every good work of piety and 
charity, as the poor and others can teſtify : And we 
1 all are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and 

WH: juſtly, and unblameably, he behaved himſelf thro? 2 

Wh. the whole courſe of his life among us. 


A5 now mark the perfet man, ad behold he 
upright ; for the end of that man is peace. Vis 
1 ...-. death, like his life, was ſedate and calm, without 3 
Wan. any ſurprize or agitation of ſpirit. He manifeſted 
to me, the day before he expired, © That if God 
had any further ſervice for him to do he ſhould 
3 4 be glad to live: But he was reſigned to the will 
„ 4 of God,” And when I aſked him, whether his 
faith and hope remained ſtrong and ſteady? he 
anſwered me to this purpoſe, He thought Ms 
„could ſay that in ſome good meaſure he had 
« walked before God in truth and with a perfect 
dean: And altho there had been many defects N 
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« and failings in his life, yet he hoped and believed 
s that thro? Chriſt he ſhould be accepted.” And 
ſo we all believe, and are perſuaded concerning him. 


And now what belongs to all of us, but to labour 


to be duly affected with the death of an eminent 
— faint, and of ſuch a diſtinguiſhed character? 3 


SURELY the college has great reaſon to lament. 


be death of ſuch a worthy, well e and 
faithful profeſſor. 1 


| Axp all the churches in the land have reaſon to 5 


lament the death of him whoſe praiſe has been in 
them. And may not only the ſtudents who reſide 


at college, but all the miniſters thro” the land, who 


have been trained up under him, remember how _ 
they have received and heard, and hold faſt the 
faithful and the good word they have received at 
his mouth. And may we all unite in humble fer- 
vent prayer, that the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 


and with whom is the reſidue of the ſpirit, would 
raiſe up and turn the eyes of the governors of the 


college to a ſucceſſor in all reſpects fitted for chat 
5 important ſtation. 55 


Mar the children of the deceaſed be 5 


under ſuch a bereaving diſpenſation of divine pro- 
vidence; and may a double portion of that good 
5 ſpicit which was in their father, and in their other 
pious anceſtors, deſcend and reſt upon them; and 
may they be very eminent bleſſings in the ſeveral 


ſtations and ſervices that God aſſigns to them; and, 


it it may be the will of God, as great bleſſings to the 
college as their excellent father has been. 
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Mar I 1 and this whole church and con- 


gregation, be deeply affected with the extinction of 


this burning and ſhining light, whoſe devont pre- 


ſence has for ſo many years graced this aſſembly ; 


and by whoſe kind labours, inſtructive, judicious and 
accurate diſcourſes, we have been often entertained 
and edified ; to think we ſhall ſee his face and hear 


His voice no more. 


Mar thoſe of us who have for a | long contle of 
years been concerned with the deceaſed in tranſact- 
ing the various affairs of the college, deeply lay 

to heart the great breach which by his death is 

made upon the government of that ſociety: And 
may God appear in great mercy to be the N 
repairer of the oreach. . 
FinalLy. May we all be quickened by this 
| holy providence to be up and doing; improving our 
time, and our various talents, to the beſt advantage, 
working the works of him who hath ſent us, whilſt 
it is day; for the night. of death cometh, wherein 
no man can work. 


Anp may thoſe of us who are much about the 


age of our deceaſed friend and brother, be excited 
to labour to be in actual readineſs for our own de- 
parture. Surely the voice of this providence is 
the voice of Chriſt to us in thoſe words, Luke xii. 
3537. with which I conclude. Let your loins 


be girded about, and your lights burning: ; and ye 


Jour ſelves like unto men who wait for their Lord. 
| Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants whom the Lord when be 
cometh 1 9 5 er. AMEN. 
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